
Volume 55 Issue 5 June 2020 

D 
ear Bethlehem Family and Friends, 

I hope this latest newsletter finds you staying 

healthy and finding ways to feed your soul in 

our time apart.  Things at Bethlehem remain so quiet 

without your physical presence here. I miss your smiles 

and your singing, I miss gathering at the communion 

table with you, and hearing your stories at coffee 

fellowship. 

My time with you had just really gotten started all 

those weeks ago when the council made the hard 

decision that we needed to not gather together 

physically to keep each other safe. I was finally 

putting faces with names and beginning to figure out 

who is related to who. I had finally switched the 

license plates on my car from North Dakota to Iowa, 

and we joked about how I must be here to stay. 

And now, as you read this almost 3 months later, I am 

getting ready to finalize the purchase of my first house 

and move once more. We talked several weeks ago 

in worship about what makes a home feel like home, 

and what makes it a place where you can be 

comfortable and at peace, a place where you can 

let your guard down and be who you truly are.  I look 

forward to having a place to call my own and owning 

my own house. My parents have just recently moved 

out of the last house that I lived in with them, so it has 

been feeling like I don’t have a home these last few 

weeks. It will be good to get in and get settled and 

make the house my own. 

Congregations in many ways become “home” for us 

too. What is it about Bethlehem that makes it home 

for you? What is it that brings you peace when you 

walk through its doors? What or who is it that makes 

you always feel welcome, makes you feel like you 

have a space, makes you feel like you are loved and 

noticed here? What is it about Bethlehem that you 

have been missing in this time apart? Who can you 

reach out to in this meantime to stay connected to 

your Bethlehem family? 

I wanted to update you and let you know that we 

have formed a Pandemic Response Team and we are 

working on figuring out how we can best safely gather 

when the time is right.  In the meantime, I am 

beginning “Find Me Fridays” as a way to help me 

know our community better. That means, if you would 

like, I can come meet you somewhere or join you in 

your driveway for a safe socially distanced 

conversation. I can bring communion or coffee, or 

nothing at all. We can talk about church or life, or just 

get to know each other better. But my hope is in 

doing this, you once again have a physical 

connection to Bethlehem, and together we remind 

each other what kind of “home” Bethlehem is.   

I deeply hope that we can find a safe way to worship 

together again. I hope we can find a way to safely 

meet in small groups and form some new ways of 

gathering. I pray that a vaccine for this disease is 

found soon, so that we can put this pandemic behind 

us and live into Bethlehem’s hopeful future together 

side by side.   

In the meantime dear ones, know that you remain in 

my thoughts and prayers, and that I am so very 

thankful to be called to walk alongside you in this 

journey. See you on Zoom. Or in your driveway! 

Grace and peace, 

 Pastor Amy 



FROM OUR CONGREGATION COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

UPDATE ON COVID-19 RESPONSE: 

You’ve probably heard in the news about the shift to 

re-open businesses, parks, and libraries. Governor 

Reynolds and President Trump have both pushed for 

getting “back to normal”. At the same time, the 

Northeast Iowa Synod has offered the following: 

“We encourage the congregations of our synod 

to continue the powerful public witness we are 

offering by staying home and worshipping 

together through online worship until such time as 

public health officials and science assure us that 

it is safe for all.” 

and… 

“take faithful action by refraining from in-person 

religious gatherings, including worship.” 

In last month’s newsletter we told you that 

Bethlehem’s shutdown was extended until June 29th, 

2020. At this time Council has decided to keep June 

29th as our absolute earliest for any gatherings outside 

of staff. We understand the desire to return to 

“normal”, but we need to place the health and safety 

of our congregation first. Bethlehem’s Pandemic 

Response Team is working on how to help us safely 

gather when the time is right.  

Just because we are not meeting in person does not 

mean everything has stopped. Current and past 

Sunday services as well as Daily Bread Devotions are 

available on the Bethlehem YouTube channel, 

"Bethlehem Lutheran CF". In addition, Council and 

Pastor are working to bring some staff back to work 

(remotely) to resume important programs and bring 

new ideas and projects to fruition. 

 

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE: 

Interested in serving on the Endowment 

Committee? We currently have two 

openings for three year terms. Contact Mark 

Halvorsen or Kelly Martin, 319-464-6608, if interested. 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY: 

The Synod Assembly this year was 

rescheduled for August 22, 2020.  This one-

day event will take place at Nazareth Lutheran 

Church in Cedar Falls. The primary purpose of this one-

day assembly will be the election of a new bishop. In 

addition, voting members will elect a synod secretary, 

synod council members, and nominating committee. 

We are looking for 3 members, including a youth 

member, to represent Bethlehem at this important 

meeting. Contact Mark Halvorsen or any member of 

Council if interested. 

Mark A. Halvorsen, Council President 

319-939-8114 

Pastor Amy is moving! Luckily for us, it's just across town. She will be moving from her 

rental home to her newly-purchased house during June. We had originally hoped 

for us to physically help in the move, but given social distancing it is wiser, safer and 

faster for her to hire professional movers. We're asking everyone who can, to 

contribute to a special offering to help defray this professional moving expense as a 

small token of our appreciation for all Pastor Amy has done for us. If you are able, 

please make a gift, designate it for “Pastor Amy’s Move,” and send it to 

church. Let’s try to do this by June 15. If you have any questions, please contact 

Glenn Nelson at 319.987.3012 or glenn.nelson@uni.edu, or any Congregation 

Council member. Bless you, Glenn Nelson 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Mark Halvorsen - President 

319-939-8114 

Kurt Leistikow - Vice President 

319-269-7178 

Nick Newgard - Treasurer 

319-240-0692 

Kent Anderson - Secretary 

319-290-4866 

Roberta Bodensteiner: 319-277-3676 

Mindy Fisher: 319-290-4365 

Connie Johnson: 319-610-7449 

Glenn Nelson: 319-987-3012 

Jill Schulte: 319-290-5725 

Election results will be posted on the 

congregation’s website, 

www.bethlehemcf.org, as soon as the 

roles are determined and the new term 

begins. 

mailto:glenn.nelson@uni.edu


CHURCH STAFF 
 

Amy Eisenmann - Pastor 

Cell phone: 218-290-3982  Church phone: 319-266-3541  

pastoramy@bethlehemcf.net 

Robin Souhrada - Director of Faith Formation   

robin@bethlehemcf.net 

Heather Schneider - Ministry Coordinator  

heather@bethlehemcf.net 

Susan Jorgensen - Pastoral Care Triage                            

Zachary Rogers - Digital Support 

Hudson Lourenco - Organist 

Diane Bowman - Office Business Assistant 

office@bethlehemcf.net  

Tina Varney - Office Administrative Assistant 

Karen Dowell - Celestial Choir Director 

GIVING MADE EASY!  

Scan the QR code with your smart 

phone to share your offering with 

Bethlehem. 

FIND ME FRIDAYS 

Now that we are able to gather 

more safely in small groups, Pastor 

Amy would welcome a chance to see you. 

Would you like communion brought to your 

driveway? Just want to get to know her better 

over a cup of coffee or a bottle of water? 

Pastor Amy will be using Fridays this summer as a 

way to get to know the area, and our 

Bethlehem family. Weather permitting, she 

would welcome a chance to come and chat 

with you in your driveway or meet you at a local 

park. If you’d like, she can bring you 

communion, or a cup of coffee, and we can 

just get to know each other better.  Interested? 

Call the church office, 319-266-3541, or Pastor 

Amy, 218-290-3982, and set up a time today! 

DO YOU LIKE                 

TO WRITE CARDS?   

DO YOU LIKE                 

TO MAKE PHONE CALLS? 

As some of our members continue to be 

isolated, we are forming a Care Team to call 

and write to our members. If you are interested 

in being someone who either calls or sends 

letters/cards, please notify the church office,  

319-266-3541. 

PANDEMIC RESPONSE TEAM UPDATE 

The Pandemic Response Team for Bethlehem 

has been formed and is having their first 

meeting next week.  Please keep them in your prayers as 

they work out a plan for moving forward in this pandemic.  

Stay tuned for updates from them on our Bethlehem 

Facebook Page and YouTube channel. 

NEW PRAYER CHAIN 

GUIDELINES 

The Prayer Chain has some 

new guidelines to help 

maintain an accurate and current prayer chain. 

We will now re-set it each month. If you would 

like to keep your loved one on the prayer chain, 

we invite you to contact Heather Schneider, 

Ministry Coordinator, in the church office and let 

her know you would like your person to stay on 

the list. Our hope is that in keeping a current, 

managed list, we can direct our prayers to 

where they are most needed. Please call 

Heather Schneider at 319-266-3541, text at 319-

404-3582, or email at heather@bethlehemcf.net 

or hhurdschneider@mchsi.com. 

1. Call the church office to set up a time and Pastor Amy 

can bring socially distanced communion to you and 

your family. 

2. Join with the Bethlehem online family as we gather on 

Zoom for communion as a congregation. On the first 

Sunday of every month, we will gather in Pastor Amy’s 

Zoom Room, and hear the words of institution and 

share the bread and wine together. You bring the 

bread and wine or juice and hear the words of 

institution and join with your friends from church as we 

pray and hear scripture together. The next communion 

service will be held on June 7, 10:30am. The Meeting ID 

is 665 765 0414. The Password is 710544. Or you can 

call 312-626-6799, enter the meeting ID and Password 

to join us via the audio of your phone. We hope you 

will consider joining with us as we gather and break the 

bread together. Call Pastor Amy with questions, 218-

290-3982. 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Are you missing communion? 

If so, you have  

a couple of options: 
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Our YouTube Channel: 

Bethlehem Lutheran CF 

Our website: 

www.bethlehemcf.org 

Our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/
Bethlehem-Lutheran-Church-

ELCA-451552121584266 

Our Hashtag 

#blcsharing 

Our Pastor 

Rev. Amy Eisenmann 

(218) 290-3982 cell phone 

(319) 266-3541 Church Office 

pastoramy@bethlehemcf.net 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE  

Daily: Daily Bread scripture reading 

and reflection by Pastor Amy              

on YouTube and Facebook 

Monday: Robin’s day off 

Tuesday: Staff meeting                     

and non-tech mailing prep 

Wednesday: Coffee with the Pastor 

10:00am - Zoom  

Thursday: Pastor Amy’s day off 

Friday: Home is Church, Too 

Facebook post 

Sunday: Worship                                

and Sunday School Opening             

on YouTube and Facebook  

Fellowship Hour 9:30am - Zoom 

NOTICE                        

OF  GATHERING 

Bethlehem will not 

reopen the building for 

physical gatherings until 

at least                 

JUNE 29, 2020. 

We are installing new church 

membership software. 

Please turn in updated 

membership information to 

the church office so we can 

update your records with 

current information. Thanks! 




